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Shevgaonkar a ‘cautious person’: IIT-D governing 

body member  

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/shevgaonkar-a-cautious-person-iit-d-governing-body-

member/ 

A member of Board of Governors of IIT-Delhi has come out in support of R K Shevgaonkar, who stepped down 

as the director of the prestigious institute, saying he was a “careful and cautious person” who won’t take any 

decision without going through proper channels. 

The academician decided to resign after the HRD Ministry is said to have sought an explanation from him on an 

MoU between Mauritius Research Council (MRC) of Republic of Mauritius and IIT-Delhi for setting up an 

International Institute of Technology Research Academy (IITRA) in that country. 

“Prof Shevgaonkar was my colleague and deputy director at IIT Bombay, when I was the institute’s director. He 

is a very careful and cautious person and is not someone who will take a decision without going through proper 

channels or taking appropriate permissions. 

Hence, I don’t believe that he had any malafide intentions with regards to the IITRA. I am surprised with what 

is being written (in the media),” said Dr Ashok Misra, former IIT-Bombay director and member, Board of 

Governors, IIT-Delhi. 

Another theory being floated in connection with Prof Shevgaonkar resignation said he had quit owing to 

pressure on him to release salary dues of former IIT-Delhi faculty and now BJP functionary Subramanian 

Swamy for the period 1972 to 1991. 

Several faculty members at IIT-Bombay said that he is an “upright person” and held in “high regard” at the 

institute. Emails were also exchanged between many IIT-Bombay faculty members Sunday. “We are shocked. 

Though we are not aware of the facts yet, the sense at the institute is to rally around him. Emails were 

exchanged and faculty members said that if indeed Shevgaonkar faced undue pressure (to quit), we should show 

solidarity. There’s not a shred of doubt about his integrity,” said a faculty member. 

- See more at: http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/shevgaonkar-a-cautious-person-iit-d-

governing-body-member/#sthash.dEENdpIX.dpuf 
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IIT-Delhi's faculty, alumni associations bat for director RK 

Shevgaonkar 

Manash Pratim Gohain,TNN | Dec 30, 2014, 04.08 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-Delhis-faculty-alumni-associations-bat-for-director-RK-
Shevgaonkar/articleshow/45682932.cms 

NEW DELHI: Even as the HRD ministry is tightening its noose R K Shevgaonkar, the faculty and alumni associations have 
extended their support to the director of IIT-Delhi, who resigned last week. The alumni association on Monday passed a 
resolution in Shevgaonkar's support and urged him to continue.  
 
Expressing solidarity with Shevgaonkar, the executive committee of the faculty association on Monday requested the 
director to return. However, no resolution was passed and according to sources in the faculty association, a general 
body meeting is to be convened after the director returns and a resolution is likely to be passed on January 10, 2015.  
 
"We discussed the issues thread-bare. The resolution was not possible as Shevgaonkar is not in Delhi and we will wait for 
him to return ... Our view is the director has done no wrong and he has followed the IT statutes in his decisions," said a 
senior faculty member. Most of the faculty members felt that the director has done no wrong and is being "victimized."  
 
Meanwhile, the HRD ministry is all set to take action against Shevgaonkar. "The ministry thinks that so far his replies 
have been unsatisfactory," said an official though admitting there is an "undue hurry" to initiate inquiry against him. 
Ministry sources said there is an attempt to turn the limelight on the Mauritius issue so that real reasons behind his 
resignation are put on the backburner.  
 
The alumni association stated that autonomy of the IIT system is important for the "development of the nation and 
should not be interfered with by the MHRD, in order to have smooth functioning of IITs". "IIT Delhi Alumni Association is 
fully behind director of IIT-Delhi, Prof R K Shevgaonkar and requests him to continue leading this illustrious institution to 
greater heights," it said. 

 

IIT-Delhi Alumni Backs Director, Says HRD Ministry  

Shouldn't Interfere 
http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/IITDelhi-Alumni-Backs-Director-Says-HRD-Ministry-Shouldnt-
Interfere/874909 

The IIT Delhi Alumni Association today came out in support of Raghunath K S Shevgaonkar, who quit as Director of the 
institute amid a controversy over alleged pressure by the HRD Ministry on him. 
 
In a resolution adopted, the association asked Shevgaonkar to continue in the post and also cautioned the Ministry 
against interfering in the autonomy of the IIT system to enable it to function "smoothly". 
 
"It is further resolved that IIT Delhi Alumni Assocation is fully behind the Director and request him to continue leading 
this illustrious institution to greater heights," it said. 
 
Shevgaonkar sent his resignation letter to Chairman of IIT Board of Governors Vijay P Bhatkar on Friday evening in which 
he cited "personal reasons". 
 
"We resolve that the autonomy of the IIT system being extremely important for the development of the nation, should 
not be interfered by the HRD Ministry in order to have smooth functioning of the IITs," the resoluation added. 
 
The Ministry had yesteday denied a media report that said Shevgaonkar resigned after he was allegedly put under 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Manash-Pratim-Gohain.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-Delhis-faculty-alumni-associations-bat-for-director-RK-Shevgaonkar/articleshow/45682932.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-Delhis-faculty-alumni-associations-bat-for-director-RK-Shevgaonkar/articleshow/45682932.cms
http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/IITDelhi-Alumni-Backs-Director-Says-HRD-Ministry-Shouldnt-Interfere/874909
http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/IITDelhi-Alumni-Backs-Director-Says-HRD-Ministry-Shouldnt-Interfere/874909
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pressure from the HRD Ministry to accede to two demands--to provide the IIT ground for a cricket academy Sachin 
Tendulkar allegedly wants to open and to pay nearly Rs 70 lakh to Swamy, a former IIT-D faculty member, as his "salary 
dues" between 1972 and 1981. 
 
"There is neither any request from Sachin Tendulkar for the ground of IIT for running a Cricket Academy nor any 
instruction from HRD Ministry to provide the same," it said. 
 
Tendulkar had also denied the allegation. 
 
Shevgaonkar resigned with more than two years of his tenure left. 
 
Chairman of the institute's Board of Governors Vijay P Bhatkar said he was unaware of any pressure exerted upon 
Shevgaonkar. 

IIT-Delhi Director's resignation: Institute defends Mauritius 
facility  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/iit-delhi-directors-resignation-institute-defends-
mauritius-facility/articleshow/45682888.cms 

NEW DELHI: The HRD ministry and IIT-Delhi were on collision course on Monday after the institute and its alumni 
strongly backed its former director RK Shevgaonkar against allegations of wrongdoing, threatening to engulf the 
government in a fresh controversy, this time involving one of India's top centres of learning.  
 
A day after ministry officials and the BJP suggested that Shevgaonkar had resigned because the government was 
investigating irregularities purportedly by him in the setting up of an IIT-Delhi facility in Mauritius, the institute said the 
resignation was because of "personal reasons".  
 
It also put up a strong defence of its former director saying the facility in Mauritius was a research academy being 
mentored by IIT-Delhi and not an extension campus and had been set up after obtaining all ..  

"There is nothing illegal about the Mauritius academy," Vijay Bhatkar, chairman of IIT-Delhi's board of governors, told 
ET, as he described Shevgaonkar as "one of the best directors any IIT could get". "He is an outstanding academician, 
excellent researcher and a good administrator. As a person, I know him since his vice-chancellor days in Pune. He is 
always smiling and a very positive person.  
 
He is balanced, open person and not at all stubborn," said Bhatkar, who said he had tried unsuccessfully to convince 
Shevgaonkar to reconsider his resignation.  
 
Shevgaonkar's resignation has become the latest controversy to haunt the ministry, which under Smriti Irani has hurtled 
from one row to another. Early in her term, the minister found herself defending her educational qualifications and, 
because of it, her suitability to head the ministry. This was followed by a high profile standoff with the Delhi University 
and then others, including the Sanskrit row in CBSE schools and more recently her ministry's letter to schools to observe 
activities round Good Governance on Christmas day.  

On Sunday, the ministry tried to distance itself from media reports suggesting that Shevgaonkar was under pressure 
from the government to release salary dues to former faculty member and now BJP leader Subramanian Swamy. Senior 
government officials claimed that the director resigned because he was feeling "cornered" on the Mauritius issue as the 
new government had questioned the legality of the project.  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/iit-delhi-directors-resignation-institute-defends-mauritius-facility/articleshow/45682888.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/iit-delhi-directors-resignation-institute-defends-mauritius-facility/articleshow/45682888.cms
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Responding to these allegations, IIT Delhi said in a statement that the academy at the centre of the controversy was set 
up at the behest of the HRD ministry and the ministry of external affairs and only after it was approved by the IIT 
Council, the highest decision-making body of the premier engineering schools.  

"The final MoU was okayed by MHRD and it was signed in the presence of the then Hon'ble HRM and the functionaries 
from MHRD and Indian High Commission, on 19-11-2013 in Mauritius," said the statement, indicating that the 
government was very much in the loop. Shevgaonkar also won support from the IIT Delhi Alumni Association.  

"We, the IIT Delhi Alumni Association (IITD AA) hereby resolve that the autonomy of IIT system, being extremely 
important for the development of the nation, should not be interfered with by the MHRD, in order to have smooth 
functioning of IITs. It is further resolved that IIT Delhi Alumni Association is fully behind Professor RK Shevgaonkar and 
requests him to continue leading this illustrious Institution to greater heights," its secretary Chandra K Jain said in a 
statement. IIT officials, speaking to ET on condition of anonymity, said the institute had no financial commitment 
towards the setting up of the research academy and all expenses were being incurred by the government of Mauritius. 
"The ministry is very well aware of that and all allegations are baseless," said one senior IIT official.Senior HRD ministry 
officials, however, continued to insist that the MoU was illegal because the IIT Act, which governs each of the 13 IITs, 
does not empower any institute to set up an offshore campus.  

"The collaboration also did not have the approval of the ministry of external affairs. Their board of governors had said 
they would request the government to amend the IIT Act to allow this collaboration, but the director did not do this and 
went ahead with the MoU," said a senior official, who did not wish to be identified. Shevgaonkar was unavailable for 
comment.  

IIT-Delhi vs HRD faceoff: Govt says will probe director, 

institute backs him 
 http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iit-d-vs-hrd-faceoff-govt-says-will-probe-director-institute-

backs-him/2/  

A day after a row erupted over the resignation of IIT-Delhi Director Raghunath K Shevgaonkar, the institute hit 

back at reports that Shevgaonkar quit after an inquiry was initiated into the IIT-Delhi’s research centre in 

Mauritius and claimed he had left due to “personal reasons”, even as sources in the Ministry of Human 

Resource Development said his resignation is unlikely to be accepted till an inquiry into the matter is 

concluded. 

HRD Ministry officials claimed the MoU between the Mauritius Research Council (MRC) and IIT-Delhi for 

setting up an International Institute of Technology Research Academy (IITRA) in Mauritius “violates the IIT 

Act”. Officials said an inquiry is being conducted by Higher Education Secretary S N Mohanty. They said the 

MoU, which has Shevgaonkar’s signatures, provides for greater scope of IIT-Delhi than the Act permits. 

While the ministry has said that an inquiry has been on for over a month, it has not formally stated that there has 

been a violation. 

In a statement issued on Monday evening, IIT-Delhi sought to clarify its stand and claimed there was no 

violation in setting up IITRA. “IITRA is not an extension campus of IIT-Delhi. It is an independent research 

academy named ‘International Institute of Technology Research Academy, Mauritius’… IIT-Delhi’s role is 

only advisory in nature… There is no financial commitment on part of IIT-Delhi,” said the statement. 

It claimed the original proposal for starting the institute in Mauritius came on the recommendation of the IIT 

Council in its meeting held on January 21, 2011. “The final MoU was okayed by MHRD and it was signed in 

presence of the then Hon’ble HRM and the functionaries from MHRD and Indian High Commission, on 19-11-

2013 in Mauritius,” it said. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iit-d-vs-hrd-faceoff-govt-says-will-probe-director-institute-backs-him/2/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iit-d-vs-hrd-faceoff-govt-says-will-probe-director-institute-backs-him/2/


Page 10 of 32 

 

“As per the MoU, senate approval and the approval of the steering committee of IITRA, IIT-Delhi will admit 

students for IITRA as per norms of IIT-Delhi and award all degrees on successful completion of academic 

programs (research only) by all students registered at IIT-Delhi till year 2018. The maximum number of 

students is limited to 50… Resignation of Director, IIT-Delhi is due to his personal reasons and not connected 

to the above issue and any other matter being reported in the press,” said the IIT-Delhi statement, detailing the 

entire “chronological sequence of events for setting up” IITRA. 

Contrary to the ministry’s claims that the MoU did not have the MEA’s sanction, the statement cited 

correspondence between MEA and MHRD on the issue in June 2011. 

IIT-Delhi also sent a communication to the HRD Ministry, with a detailed sequence of events supported by 10 

annexures on the MoU. 

Meanwhile, a meeting of the executive committee of the IIT faculty forum on Monday “remained 

inconclusive”, with the forum demanding Shevgaonkar’s clarification. According to those present at the 

meeting, forum members told the administration that they could only take a decision after Shevgaonkar explains 

his position and gives details about the ministry’s alleged interference in the institution’s autonomy. Sources 

said Shevgaonkar has indicated that he would talk to the forum after 10 days, when he “returns from leave”. 

The IIT-Delhi Alumni Association came out in support of Shevgaonkar on Monday. “It is further resolved that 

IIT-Delhi Alumni Association is fully behind the Director and requests him to continue leading this illustrious 

institution to greater heights… We resolve that the autonomy of the IIT system being extremely important for 

the development of the nation, should not be interfered in by the HRD Ministry,” said a resolution adopted by 

the association. 

On Sunday, the ministry denied reports that Shevgaonkar had resigned following pressure from the HRD 

Ministry to release nearly Rs 70 lakh to former IIT-Delhi faculty Subramanian Swamy, who is now a BJP 

functionary, as salary dues for the period between 1972 and 1991. The ministry said it did not forward any such 

request to IIT-Delhi, and it only sought the views of the DoPT and Finance Ministry on the issue. 

The ministry has written to the DoPT seeking to know whether Swamy’s case falls under 54(A) of General 

Financial Rules and Service Rules and whether he can be granted “extraordinary leave” for the period 1972-

1991 for which he has sought salary dues. 

Swamy, who was sacked by IIT-Delhi in 1972, was reinstated in service in 1991 by court orders. Swamy later 

filed a suit in court seeking recovery of salary and allowances in revised grade from the date of his termination 

to the date of his reinstatement, and demanded an interest of 18 per cent per year. 

IIT-Delhi, however, rejected his claim since he had not furnished details of the amount earned from his 

employment between December 11, 1972 to March 27, 1991. In December 2013, the Delhi High Court had 

rejected IIT-Delhi’s plea to dismiss Swamy’s suit. 

According to sources, Shevgaonkar, who resigned with more than two years of his tenure left, was not in favour 

of any out-of-court settlement with Swamy. 

- See more at: http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iit-d-vs-hrd-faceoff-govt-says-will-probe-

director-institute-backs-him/2/#sthash.5jZ13fVq.dpuf 
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इस्तीफा वििाद: HRD मंत्रालय ने सहमतत पत्र के कानूनी पहलुओं पर 

सममतत गठित की  

http://aajtak.intoday.in/story/hrd-ministry-probing-legality-of-iit-delhi-pact-with-mauritius-1-793373.html 

आईआईटी ठदल्ली के निदेशक के इस्तीफे के कारण शरुू हुए वििाद के बीच सरकार िे सोमिार को सफाई दी. सरकार की ओर से कहा 
गया कक उसिे इस अधिकारी के काययकाल के दौराि माररशस में एक पररसर स्थावपत करिे के मकसद से ककए गए सहमनत पत्र के 

काििूी पहलओु ंपर गौर करिे के ललए एक सलमनत गठित की है. हालांकक आईआईटी की ओर से कहा गया कक इस करार को सरकार की 
मजंूरी प्राप्त थी.  

मानव संसाधन ववकास मंत्रालय के अवधकारियों ने कहा वक आि. शेवगांवकि पि आईआईटी विल्ली के वनिेशक पि से इस्तीफा िेन ेके वलए कोई िबाव नहीं था औि उनके 

त्यागपत्र को अभी तक स्वीकाि नहीं वकया गया ह.ै  

अवधकारियों ने कहा वक किीब डेढ़ माह पहले एक सिस्यीय सवमवत गवित की गई थी, जो मारिशस के साथ हुए सहमवत किाि के काननूी पहलओु ंको िेखेगी. यह सवमवत तब 

गवित की गई जब मंत्रालय को यह पता चला वक सहमवत किाि आईआईटी काननू का उल्लंघन किता ह.ै  

इस बीच, विल्ली आईआईटी ने सोमवाि शाम एक बयान जािी कि कहा वक वनिेशक ने व्यविगत कािणों से इस्तीफा विया था औि इसका वकसी अन्य मामल ेसे लेनािेना नहीं 

ह ैजैसा वक प्रेस में खबि आ िही ह.ै  

मीवडया के एक वगग में आयी खबिों के अनसुाि शेवगांवकि पि यह िबाव था वक वह आईआईटी परिसि में विकेट अकािमी के एक प्रस्ताव को स्वीकाि किें औि पवूग 

आईआईटी प्राध्यापक व अब बीजेपी नेता सबु्रह्मण्यम स्वामी के 70 लाख रुपये के बकाये को विलवाएं.  

आईआईटी िवजस्राि द्वािा जािी बयान के अनसुाि मारिशस का परिसि आईआईटी विल्ली का ववस्ताि परिसि नहीं होगा, बवल्क एक स्वतंत्र अनसंुधान अकािमी होगा वजसका 

नाम अंतििाष्ट्रीय प्रौद्योवगकी अनसंुधान अकािमी संस्थान होगा. इसमें आईआईटी विल्ली की भवूमका केवल पिामशगक की होगी. बयान में कहा गया वक 21 जनविी 2011 

को आईआईटी परिषि की वसफारिश पि अंतििाष्ट्रीय विल्ली अनसंुधान अकािमी संस्थान शरुू किने का प्रस्ताव लाया गया था. लेवकन बाि में मानव संसाधन ववकास मंत्रालय 

की सलाह पि इसका नाम बिल कि आईआईटीआिए कि विया गया.  

इसमें कहा गया वक अंवतम सहमवत पत्र को मानव संसाधन ववकास मंत्रालय ने मंजिूी िी थी औि मारिशस में 19 नवंबि 2013 को मानव संसाधन ववकास मंत्री की उपवस्थवत 

में इस पि हस्ताक्षि वकए गए थे.  
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IIT Delhi’s Sachin Tendulkar, Subramanian Swamy row: Boost 

for Raghunath Shevgaonkar, asso tells Smriti Irani’s HRD 

Ministry to lay off 

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/jobs/iit-delhi-sachin-tendulkar-subramanian-swamy-row-

boost-for-raghunath-shevgaonkar-asso-tells-smriti-iranis-hrd-ministry-to-lay-off/24188/ 

The IIT Delhi Alumni Association today came out in support of Raghunath K S Shevgaonkar, who quit as 

Director of the institute amid a controversy over alleged pressure by Union Minister Smriti Irani’s HRD 

Ministry on him. 

In a resolution adopted, the association asked Raghunath Shevgaonkar to continue in the post and also 

cautioned the Ministry against interfering in the autonomy of the IIT system to enable it to function “smoothly”. 

“It is further resolved that IIT Delhi Alumni Association is fully behind the Director and request him to 

continue leading this illustrious institution to greater heights,” it said. 

 Check out what Sachin Tendulkar had to say on Twitter: 

 Shevgaonkar sent his resignation letter to Chairman of IIT Board of Governors Vijay P Bhatkar on Friday 

evening in which he cited “personal reasons”. 

“We resolve that the autonomy of the IIT system being extremely important for the development of the nation, 

should not be interfered by the HRD Ministry in order to have smooth functioning of the IITs,” the resolution 

added. 

The Ministry had yesterday denied a media report that said Shevgaonkar resigned after he was allegedly put 

under pressure from the HRD Ministry to accede to two demands–to provide the IIT ground for a cricket 

academy Sachin Tendulkar allegedly wants to open and to pay nearly Rs 70 lakh to Swamy, a former IIT-D 

faculty member, as his “salary dues” between 1972 and 1981. 

“There is neither any request from Sachin Tendulkar for the ground of IIT for running a Cricket Academy nor 

any instruction from HRD Ministry to provide the same,” it said. 

Tendulkar had also denied the allegation. 

Shevgaonkar resigned with more than two years of his tenure left. 

Chairman of the institute’s Board of Governors Vijay P Bhatkar said he was unaware of any pressure exerted 

upon Shevgaonkar. 
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HRD Ministry saw several controversies under NDA government 
in 2014  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/hrd-ministry-saw-several-controversies-under-nda-
government-in-2014/articleshow/45673389.cms 

NEW DELHI: Controversy hogged the HRD Ministry ever since the NDA government came to power be it for the rollback 
of FYUP of Delhi University, replacing Sanskrit with German as the third language in Kendriya Vidyalayas or asking 
institutes to observe events on Christmas.  
As these moves led Opposition parties to accuse the Ministry of embarking on a path to saffronise education, its 
Minister Smriti Irani retorted saying, if she "challenges status quo," controversy is bound to take wings.  
 
"Those who accuse me of being a RSS mascot or RSS representative possibly want to deflect the attention from the good 
work that we have done... this agenda will be flagged."  

 

"I will be whipped for as long as there is a need to keep attention diverted away from the good work. I am ready for it. I 
have no problem," she told the media in an interview.  
 
Irani announced a slew of programmes promoting girls education, providing free access to digital content, scholarship 
schemes and special focus on northeast students, but the row mostly generating off-campus shrouded such initiatives.  
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's address to students on Teacher's Day in September also generated a lot of heat 
especially from the Opposition amid reports of compulsory attendance in classes to listen to him.  
 
Irani's education qualification too made headlines soon after she assumed charge in May. It took a new turn when she 
said at a function that she also has a degree from the prestigious Yale University in the US, a statement which she later 
said was "misconstrued".  

Under pressure from UGC to act on its directive, Delhi University on June 27 scrapped its controversial four-year 
undergraduate programme (FYUP) and reverted back to the previous three-year structure.  
 
Hardening its stand, UGC days earlier asked Delhi University and its colleges to admit students only under the three-year 
programme and not FYUP, a move hailed by both teachers' and students' bodies who made several representations to 
Irani in this regard.  

UGC issued fresh guidelines to all varsities and institutes about the nomenclature of the programmes to be followed, but 
it was resisted by IITs which challenged UGC's jurisdiction. The matter is yet to be resolved.  
 
On November 27, Kendriya Vidyalayas decided to discontinue teaching German as an alternative to Sanskrit as third 
language, a decision which Irani took in line with the three-language formula and national policy on education.  

The Board of Governors (BoG) of the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS), headed by Irani, had in its meeting on October 
27 decided that "teaching of German language as an option to Sanskrit will be discontinued herewith". German was kept 
as an additional subject for students.  
 
The move evidently became a diplomatic issue with German Chancellor Angela Merkel raising the matter with Prime 
Minister Modi when the two met at the G-20 summit in Brisbane on November 16. The Ministry, however, s ..  

The Supreme Court on December 16 accepted the proposal mooted by the ministry that KV students of class VI, VII and 
VIII will not have to take examination for third modern Indian language Sanskrit in this academic session and they may 
continue to study German as an optional subject.  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/hrd-ministry-saw-several-controversies-under-nda-government-in-2014/articleshow/45673389.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/hrd-ministry-saw-several-controversies-under-nda-government-in-2014/articleshow/45673389.cms
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While the Ministry rolled out 'Udaan' scheme to improve girl enrolment rates in engineering colleges, Aligarh Muslim 
University VC Zameer Uddin Shah stoked a row with his sexist remark, triggering sharp cond ..  

Turning down the demand of students of Women's College, AMU, for access to the varsity's Maulana Azad Library, the 
VC said there would be "more boys" in the library if girls were allowed in. The University has since then allowed the girls 
to use the main library.  

Smriti Irani and controversies: Who follows whom? 

http://www.india.com/news/india/smriti-irani-and-controversies-who-follows-whom-234304/ 

If the title of 2014 Most Controversial Minister in Narendra Modi cabinet be given to anyone, Human Resource 

and Development (HRD) Minister Smriti Irani will beat all the Sadhvi’s and – easily by miles and miles. She 

perhaps is the only minister from the cabinet who has hogged the limelight from the beginning and as the year 

comes to an end she is again in news. (Read: 2014 Special: Top controversies of Smriti Irani’s HRD 

Ministry) 

From qualification row to the recent drama of IIT Delhi, Smriti Irani remains in news for all wrong reasons. Her 

moves like replacing Sanskrit with German as the third language in Kendriya Vidyalayas or asking institutes to 

observe BJP leader and former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee ‘s birthday as ‘Good Governance Day on 

Christmas gave opposition the ammunition they were looking for. 

The latest in the list is IIT Delhi Director Raghunath K S Shevgaonkar resignation to protest pressure from the 

Ministry officials to clear the outstanding dues BJP leader Subramanian Swamy and also give college ground to 

allow batting maestro Bharat Ratna Sachin Tendulkar set up his academy. The Ministry was quick to deny the 

charges but the damage was done. 

Irani has some weird working style and there have been many instances of her scolding senior bureaucrats in 

full board meetings. Questioning the exit of Director Shevgaonkar, Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) also alleged that 

Smriti Irani summoned the IIT Delhi director and humiliated him in a meeting. 

Her appointment as HRD minister had raised many eyebrows as it was felt that she was not qualified enough. 

The problem with Smriti Irani is she proved her detractors right time and again. Will she retain her position as 

most controversial minister in 2015? 
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We are in a mess, I can't spell it out: Manohar Parrikar 

Tuesday, 30 December 2014 - 7:30am IST | Place: Mumbai | Agency: dna  

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-we-re-in-a-mess-i-can-t-spell-it-out-manohar-parrikar-2047967 

The defence sector is set to do business in a way that is subtle and pronounced. Giving a spin to the Make-in-

India pitch of the Narendra Modi government, defence minister Manohar Parrikar has made a strong case for 

getting Indian institutes like IITs on board. 

This, he said, will reduce the country's dependence on imports and will do away with the system of blacklisting 

firms. 

The policy of blacklisting companies had been used to "create a situation of single tender." That is, rivals were 

blacklisted to suit certain companies and this had left the ministry with hardly any option in many areas, 

Parrikar said. 

In a free-wheeling interaction with the faculty and alumni at IIT Bombay campus, where he was felicitated as a 

distinguished alumnus, on Sunday, Parrikar said, "We are in a mess that I can't spell out". 

Parrikar said he was keen to strengthen defence research base through tie-ups with institutes like IITs for two 

key: to reduce costs and dependence on imports and to ensure self-reliability in case of emergencies. 

"None of the systems – be it American, Russian or Israeli – are free from trouble at all times. Our import bill in 

defence last year was $6 billion. Most countries do not rely so much on imports," he said. 

While pointing out that there was no concrete decision on any of these ideas, he said policies giving shape to his 

ideas would be in place soon. 

"By May-June next year, there will be a lot of synergy; the direction will be clear." A platform for interaction 

with senior defence personnel, for seamless applicability of research projects, would be created even earlier 

than that, he said. 

Indicating his dissatisfaction with DRDO, Parrikar said that while the defence research organisation gels well 

with the navy, it is not working as well in most other programmes. The involvement of IITs will "put defence 

acquisitions in a different orbit," he said. 

Parrikar said he would work out an alternative way of penalising errant contractors and companies, so that it 

doesn't affect future purchases. Secondly, middlemen would be weeded out. "You won't find any kickbacks in 

my regime," he said. 

Prof S P Sukhatme, former chairman of the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board, said the two primary areas of 

cooperation with academic institutes like IITs would be the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) and the Main Battle 

Tank (MBT). 

The Arjun MBT was a good idea, but its execution and management were not that good, he said. Tejas, an 

LCA, was finally into production after decades. Cold weather protection rooms, night vision and bullet-proof 

equipment are some of the other areas for collaboration. 

Modi's 'Make-in-India' mission, in one shot, sought to create employment, technology enhancement, and 

strengthening the country's capabilities on all fronts, Parrikar said. 
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